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St. David’s
Presbyterian Church
~Welcomes All~

St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador
Congregation founded in 1775
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

Sunday Service This Sunday’s Service will be available on Sunday
Morning, and can be found on our YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFCfIHeNnDk-dINWCrfNdag
Or by typing “St. David's Presbyterian Message for May 31, 2020” into
Google. This Sunday’s scripture reading will be: Acts 2:1-7,12-21
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Prayer Partnership: The Presbyterian Church in Canada offers a prayer
partnership that may form part of a daily devotional, please consider
these prayer partnerships:
Sunday, May 31 (Day of Pentecost) We thank God for the hope brought
to people receiving education, skills training and small business
opportunities through Presbyterian World Service & Development’s
livelihoods programs.
Monday, June 1 Let us pray for an abundance of grace and kindness at
this difficult time for communities and people.
Tuesday, June 2 We thank God for worship and music leaders who give
their time and gifts to support the worship of God.
Wednesday, June 3 We pray for graduating students of our theological
colleges, asking for guidance as they seek to serve in the ministries to
which God has called them.
Thursday, June 4 We thank God for the faithfulness of congregations as
they continue to support Presbyterians Sharing with their financial gifts
and their prayers.
Friday, June 5 We pray for Ecumenical Shared Ministries in which a
variety of denominations share buildings, worship and serve together in
Christian unity.
Saturday, June 6 We pray for the Rev. Jonathan Baird and the ministry
at Living Waters. May this new ministry touch the lives of many in the
Peterborough, Ont., region.
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News from the Pews:

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Isaak Bonnell, son of Denise and Stephen Bonnell has a birthday
on June 3rd. Isaak will be celebrating his 12th birthday. Happy Birthday
Isaak from Newfoundland and Labrador! (Isaak is the grandson of
Eleanor and Aubrey Bonnell)
June Bowden is celebrating this week, on Thursday June 4th. June
is a member of the Good Companions and a dedicated bridge player.
Happy birthday June and we hope to see you soon!
Leslie Stuckless (pictured on right) will
be celebrating her birthday on May 28. Penny
and Kathy stopped by her house and sang
Happy Birthday to her. Leslie has a new
activity - gardening - and she's loving it!
We missed a few birthdays in May, so Happy
Belated Birthday to:
Jack Porter on May 1 (son of Katie
Berghuis and Daniel Porter, great grandson of
the late Elisabeth Berghuis);
Luke St. Croix on May 3 (son of Susan
and Frank St. Croix, grandson of Barbara Ellis);
Julia Bassler on May 12 (daughter of
Sarah and Paul Bassler, granddaughter of
Gerhard Bassler);
Elizabeth Thistle on May 23;
Ava Fouding on May 24 (daughter of Ann Marie Tohsam and Raoul
Fouding)
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Remembrances
This week we have received remembrances for two members of our
church family – John Ellis and Dave Thistle. St. David’s remembers them
and celebrates their life and the special memories they left behind.
John Ellis
(This is a note from Barbara)
This past week would have been John's 81st birthday on May 21st. To
celebrate myself, Susan, Fiona and Lynn went to the cemetery to
celebrate with cupcakes and flowers. It was a beautiful afternoon even
if the wind was cool but
we were dressed warm
and social distanced. It
was the first time we
have been together since
I returned home on
March 21. It was
wonderful to see my 3
girls together.
Blessing Barbara
Barbara with Lynn, Susan and Fiona
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Dave Thistle
Dave’s birthday was on May 25, 1930. Dave was a great supporter and
friend of St. David’s for many years. Did you know that St. David’s was
part of a bowling league and that Dave played on that team? And get
Elizabeth to tell you the secret behind her perfectly cut, same-sized
squares she always brought to the WA sales and events! (Yup, Dave and
a ruler were involved!) Elizabeth and Margo have many wonderful
memories of a husband and a dad – truly a life to celebrate.

Dave Thistle
with Elizabeth
and grandson,
Dave.

If you know of someone who is going to celebrate a birthday or an
anniversary in the coming days or weeks, please call or email the
church.
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News from Penny and
Kathy
Penny and Kathy continue
their “walk-abouts” and
have visited, from a safe
social distance, some more
of our St. David’s family.
Have a look below.
They recently visited Pam
Bruce and enjoyed a lovely
tour of her garden.

Another stop, this time with Kay Korpel,
to bring her a copy of the “Presbyterian
Message” put out by the Atlantic
Missionary Society (AMS)!
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On to visit Barbara Ellis...

and then Shemsadin with his Mom,
Rukiya and his little brother,
Solomon…
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Jenny Griffioen
and Kathy took
advantage of a
beautiful sunny
day this past
week and hiked
to Freshwater
Bay. If anyone
would like to
join them on
some hikes (2
metres apart)
just let them
know!

Jenny at Freshwater Bay

Jenny has also been busy experimenting with sourdough starter and
shared some with Kathy. Kathy
reports that she has had lot of fun
trying different sourdough recipes
for crackers, cinnamon rolls,
scones, breads and more. Jenny
and Kathy are more than willing
to share some starter if anyone
wants some. With results like
these, that’s a good offer!
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Kathy has also been busy setting
up Zoom get-togethers with
members from her district.
Sheena Findlay can now “Zoom”
with Kathy and friends.

Sheena Zooms!
Monica McNeill
Last week we wished Emma
Ryan a Happy Birthday. Her
“nana”, Marilyn Reardon,
sent along some pictures
from Emma’s big day. All
reports say Emma had a
great birthday!
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Eric Cumby has been good enough to share some pictures that bring a
smile to your face. Here’s one we hope you enjoy.

The Circle of Life
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A note on Thankfulness from Sheena Findlay
Been so good this week to get into my garden and I am so glad for it !!
Because “ the robins don’t know there’s any pandemic”… and neither do
the blue jays, the black capped chickadees, nor ...yesterday...the
starlings, poking welcome holes in my grass. (Who needs aeration
when you have birds?).
I love the way the birds get on with nesting , and arguing over the same
“preferred sites” just as if times were perfectly normal....which I
suppose from their point of view, they are! When I get depressed and
frantic about Covid 19, I have three strategies for dealing with this:
1. I phone a friend or family member and ask how they’re
doing....reminds me I’m not the only one struggling with mental health
in the time of Covid
2. I get out into the garden, dig out some weeds or old leaves, and
dump them firmly into the compost pile, along with my self centred
grumpies.
3. I check out Matthew 6: Verses 25 - 34, and see what the Lord says
about worry - “There is far more to your life than the food you put in
your stomach...or the clothes you hang on your body. Look at the
birds.....and you count far more to Him than birds.…”.
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Give your attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get
worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow
Sheena Findlay
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An Archival Moment – Board of Managers 1975
Pam Bruce has dug into the archives and selected several pictures for us
to look at and remember. There are interesting displays of the goings-on
at St. David’s in the present and the past. Here’s this week’s time to
remember:

Back row: David Hodder, Jack Cahill, Peter Clouston, David Pippy, John
Ellis
Front row: Robert Jenkins, Elizabeth Thistle, Rev. J.S.S. Armour, Mary
Barnes, Danny Bleeker
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Church Trivia Questions
Way back when:
Last week the question was: On July 8, 1892 the great fire of St. John’s
took place. The church that became St. David’s was situated at the
corner of Queen’s Road and Chapel Street. What was it made of? What
was it called? And was the previous church also destroyed?
The answers are: The church was built with stone and hence was called
the Stone Chapel. All that was left of it were the stone walls. The
Second Meeting House on Victoria Street, latterly called the
Temperance Hall was also destroyed by fire that day. Today the Second
Meeting House is the site of the LSPU Hall.
Recent History:
Last week the question was: When was the last time there was a
Sunday service at St. David’s?
The answer is: March 1st .
This week the question is from Eric Cumby: How many stained glass
windows are on the front of the church and on the west side (the side
facing Elizabeth Towers)?
Do you have any ideas for some church trivia? Email the church!
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Offerings
While COVID-19 keeps us from church each Sunday, please consider other
ways to keep up your weekly donations. For those of you who are not on PAD,
please consider signing up. Simply email us at stdavids@nfld.com and we will put
you in touch with Ian Bruneau, our Envelope Secretary. He will answer any
questions you may have.
Alternately, you can donate via e-transfer to stdavidsnfld@gmail.com. Using
your bank’s comment section, you can specify information like your envelope
number and how you would like your money distributed; to Current, Presbyterian
Sharing, or any of our outreach programs. You may also donate through Canada
Helps. You may also mail your donation, drop it off at the church, or call the
church and someone would be pleased to pick it up for you.
How can we help you at this time?
Do you need any help getting groceries, having something picked up, or
having something dropped off (like this bulletin or the minister’s weekly sermons).
Would you just like to have a chat with the minister or your elder? Please call the
church at 722-2382 or email us at stdavids@nfld.com, or get in touch with Rev.
David at 699-3661 (rev.sturtevant@gmail.com) and we’ll see what we can do to
help.
Ideas to keep in touch
Do you have any ideas how we can keep in touch with one another or what
you’d like to see us do over the next period of time while we’re all under orders to
stay safely distant from one another? Call and let us know!

For pictures and some of the signs of spring here at St. David’s, check out our
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/stdavidsstjohns
For past services and any number of interesting things, like the Dissenter’s Way (in
the History segment) or a walk through the church looking at our stained glass
windows, please visit our website at http://stdavids.nf.ca/
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How to reach us:
Minister: Rev. David Sturtevant
Cell phone: 699-3661
Church Office: (709) 722-2382
Minister email: rev.sturtevant@gmail.com
Church email: stdavids@nfld.com
Groups:
Women’s Auxiliary – Lillian Crawford
Good Companions (Seniors) – Kay Scot
Atlantic Mission Society – Kathy McKay
Session – Lillian Crawford
Board of Managers – Kyle Sampson
Prayer Shawl (Kniters) – Bouwina Fogwill
Willing Hands (Quilter Group) – Patsy Carmichael
Food For Thought (University and Early Career) – The Rollmanns

