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St. David’s
Presbyterian Church
~Welcomes All~

St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador
Congregation founded in 1775
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

Sunday Service This Sunday’s Service will be available on Sunday
Morning, and can be found on our YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFCfIHeNnDk-dINWCrfNdag
Or by typing “St. David's Presbyterian Message for May 24, 2020” into
Google. This Sunday’s scripture readings will be: John 17:1-11 and
Acts 1:6-14
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We pray for health workers, including physicians, doctors, nurses, social
workers, therapists, paramedics and support staff.
Prayer Partnership: The Presbyterian Church in Canada offers a prayer
partnership that may form part of a daily devotional, please consider
these prayer partnerships:
Sunday, May 24 (Healing and Reconciliation Sunday) We pray that
hearts and minds will be opened to continue learning the truth about
the harm of colonization and the Indian Residential School system. We
pray that all Canadians will work for the healing and well-being of
Indigenous communities.
Monday, May 25 Give thanks for church communities that are caring
for creation and taking steps to reduce their carbon footprint. Pray that
we will reflect God’s love of creation every day.
Tuesday, May 26 (National Accessibility Week) We pray for a more
inclusive and accessible church community. Help us create a
community that is free of barriers.
Wednesday, May 27 We pray for General Assembly commissioners as
they read and reflect on the reports and recommendations they are to
consider.
Thursday, May 28 We pray for grace, understanding and forgiveness in
our relationships with one another.
Friday, May 29 Please pray that the Lord of the harvest would send
forth labourers.
Saturday, May 30 We pray for the millions of Canadians on the margins
of our society. May God open the hearts of those in the centre to
create room for all.
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News from the Pews:

Monica McNeill will be celebrating her birthday on Tuesday, May 26th
and if you’d like to get in touch with her: email the church at
stdavids@nfld.com or call or text her. She does drop by to do deposits
and pick up the mail, email and calls once a week.
Emma Ryan, grand-daughter of Marilyn Reardon (Melendy) will be
celebrating her 8th birthday on the 23rd of May. Happy Birthday Emma!
If you know of someone who is going to celebrate a birthday or an
anniversary in the coming days or weeks, please call or email the
church.

News from Grace and David Artiss and Caspar!
Below is a note from Grace and David Artiss. We were delighted to hear
from them and although they have had some some worrisome times
over the last couple of months we are glad to know they are currently
well and looking forward to seeing all their St. David’s friends. Take
care, Grace and David!
Hello Rev David and everybody else
Like everybody else, we are also staying inside our bubble, although we
have to admit that we were in a double-bubble with Kay Scott, who lives
around the corner on the same floor than we do, from the very
beginning of the lock-down. David stretches our bubble every now and
then to include Sobey's, the bank and Lawton's, all masked and gloved,
of course,but on Easter Monday he burst our bubble when he was
carted off to hospital with an ambulance. He became sick and suffered
severe pain and could not walk on Easter Sunday and after an
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extremely stressful day with a lot of commotion, and sleepless night for
both of us, Kay advised on Monday morning that we call an ambulance.
A day of nervous tension followed, but then he was sent home late that
night with antibiotics for what they diagnosed as urinary-tract infection.
He is well again and our bubble was closed off again until last Monday
when Caspar took sick, but very sick. David took him to the vet's, where
no one is allowed inside. One has to phone when you arrive and they
then come out and fetch your pet and stay in contact by cell phone.
Blood tests showed he had pancreatitis. He was sent home with
antibiotics, but if ever there was something that showed to be
impossible, it was to get a pill inside that dog. Not to boast now, but I
do know how to administer pills to dogs. That Tuesday night through
Wednesday morning I went through a terrible ordeal. It was a situation
about which I won't get graphic. Back to the vet's again. This time he
was put in hospital for 3 days on an IV. They also could not get the pills
into him, so while on a drip to re-hydrate and feed him , they could also
medicate him at the same time. One night somebody stayed with him
and the next night they had 2 cameras focused on him from which they
could monitor him from their homes. We were at times scared we might
loose him and for 3 days the house was suddenly very empty and quiet.
Friday evening he came home with liquid antibiotics and food in case he
didn't want to eat. The problem with Caspar you see, is that he refuses
to eat when David is not close by. So the liquid food was not necessary
once he got home and got his prescribed chicken breast and rice, served
to him by David. All I can say in conclusion is: THANK GOODNESS for
income tax cheques and that the Lord answered my prayers for David
and for Caspar.
Now we can just hope that Covid 19 will end before Orson runs a
marathon and has the vocabulary of the whole Oxford dictionary.
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Book Recommendation from John Molgaard
John Molgaard sent along a book recommendation for “The Other Side
of the Wall” by Munther Isaac, the pastor of the Christmas Church in
Bethlehem. As we all have extra hours to fill these days, this might be of
interest to you. The author is one of the organizers within Global Kairos.
Thank-you John! Below is a brief overview from John, and a link to an
extract from the book itself.
https://www.ivpress.com/Media/Default/Downloads/Excerpts-andSamples/3199-excerpt.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1VIkeuysvFyJf0hShw4M1XsDzqh955B0rv_f3Z6wioBKU_aIFCeQaEeA
I can add, after some on-line research, that the congregation of the
evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church in Bethlehem, Palestine, was
started by German missionaries in 1854, and the building constructed
from 1886 to 1893.The author of the book, Dr. Munther Isaac, is pastor
at this church, one of several Lutheran churches/congregations in Israel
and Palestine, offering services in Arabic, English and German. Dr.
Isaac, born in Palestine, trained first in Engineering in Palestine/Israel
before switching to theology, getting an MA in Religion-Biblical Studies
at the Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, USA (a
Presbyterian college), and a PhD from the Oxford Centre for Mission
Studies, connected to both Middlesex and Oxford Universities. He is
Academic Dean on the faculty of Bethlehem Bible College (Palestine not USA, where there are several colleges with that name!) founded in
1979.
Whether or not one follows up with the full book, this 20 page or so
extract from Dr Isaac's book is worth reading and a good statement on
the presence of Palestinian Christians in Palestine since early in the first
centuries of Christianity. - also centuries before the arrival of Muslims
and the Muslim faith - and the waves of Jewish immigrants in the 20th
century onwards, a part of the complex history of Palestine.
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Bouwina Fogwill and Her Knitting Project
St. David’s has a very enthusiastic group of
knitters that meet once a month in normal
times. Our knitted goods always find their way
into our Christmas hampers and to others in
our St. David’s family. Bouwina Fogwill is our inspiration and gentle
leader. She keeps us all on-track and is always there to help us out if we
drop a stitch or need some wool or needles. Bouwina recently
completed knitting a sweater for her grandson, Shane, who is currently
living in Denmark. It is going to be a surprise Christmas gift for him so
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you all have to keep the secret! Now I’m a novice knitter who can
barely “knit and purl”, so this sweater was an amazing accomplishment.
Well done Bouwina and we are sure Shane will love the sweater!
News from Penny and Kathy
Last week you may remember we showed some gorgeous pictures of
Penny and Stewart’s new plants and seedlings. They were delighted
when first Sarah Bassler called and asked if they could have some
vegetable plants for the children to plant in their newly created garden
plot and later when Grace and David Artiss called to see if there were
any tomato plants suitable for their condo balcony. It’s the dream of
every gardener to share plants plus it’s a great opportunity for a chat
and a future visit! Over the last few weeks, Penny Gillies and Kathy
McKay have been walking everywhere and often just call on members
of the Church just to say “Hello” –
from a safe distance of course. This
coming week, they plan to visit
Bouwina and pick up the AMS
Message and then do some “walkby” deliveries!
This past week, they saw Rukiya
and family. Rukiya and Thomas are
expecting a new baby next month
– a baby sister or brother for
Shemsadin and Solomon. Rukiya is
feeling very tired these days but
she said that she and her family
are delighted with all church news
and Sunday services. We wish
Rukiya all the best and all our love.
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Update from the Froude Family
Karen Froude and her three little ones are very special to our St. David’s
family and we were delighted to hear from them on how they are
getting on. Karen sent a little note and some pictures (see below). With
a lot of love from their mom and grand-parents (Sue and Ken
Templeton) it’s no surprise that there are lots of smiles! We miss you
too and look forward to seeing you all back in Church!
We’ve been keeping busy! The
kids are adjusting very well,
and are into a new routine of
doing a little school work in
the mornings and then some
outside time, or a fun activity
in the afternoons. We’ve been
hiking, baking, doing art
activities, pretty much
whatever we can think up of! :)
I’m back at work now, on a very part time basis,
so Mom and Dad are able to cover part of the
day for me which is so very helpful!
Here are some pictures for you to share.
Hope you are doing well! We all sure miss seeing
everyone
at church.
-Karen
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Anne Calver is in Lady Cove with her gardens, greenhouse, wharf and
sheds – including a hen house, or two. Pictures or bedding plants might
yet appear. Weeds get in the way! Stay tuned!

An Archival Moment: Ada Barnes at the Pink Poodle Restaurant
March 1st, 1975
Pam Bruce has dug into the archives and selected several pictures for
us to look at and remember. There are interesting displays of the
goings-on at St. David’s in the present and the past. Here’s this week’s
time to remember:
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Church Trivia Questions
Way back when:
Last week the question was: The stained-glass window of Saint Paul
was dedicated to a trustee and the builder of the current church. Who
was this? And what was his wife’s name?
The answers are: Ralph William Barnes was the trustee and builder of
this current church. His wife was Mildred Murch Hutchings. Ralph and
Mildred had two children - Olive Ruth, who married Ralph W. Melendy
and Ralph William Jr. who married Mary Jane Clarke. Olive and Ralph
Melendy had four children – Nowell, Gerald, Marilyn and Mildred. Mary
and Ralph William Jr. Barnes had three sons – Glenn, Darryl and Derek.
Both families are still active in the Church.
This week the question is: On July 8, 1892 the great fire of St. John’s
took place. The church that became St. David’s was situated at the
corner of Queen’s Road and Chapel Street. What was it made of? What
was it called? And was the previous church also destroyed?
Recent History:
Last week the question was: The 2019 Christmas Sunday School
Pageant last year got everyone in the congregation involved. Who
played the part of Mary? Hint – think outside the box! For additional
bragging rights: which member(s) of the Board played a shepherd?
The answers are: Kay Scott played Mary and Ed Vanderkloet was
dressed as a shepherd.
This week the question is: When was the last time there was a Sunday
service at St. David’s?
Do you have any ideas for some church trivia? Email the church!
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Offerings
While COVID-19 keeps us from church each Sunday, please consider other
ways to keep up your weekly donations. For those of you who are not on PAD,
please consider signing up. Simply email us at stdavids@nfld.com and we will put
you in touch with Ian Bruneau, our Envelope Secretary. He will answer any
questions you may have.
Alternately, you can donate via e-transfer to stdavidsnfld@gmail.com.
Using your bank’s comment section, you can specify information like your
envelope number and how you would like your money distributed; to Current,
Presbyterian Sharing, or any of our outreach programs. You may also donate
through Canada Helps. You may also mail your donation, drop it off at the church,
or call the church and someone would be pleased to pick it up for you.
How can we help you at this time?
Do you need any help getting groceries, having something picked up, or
having something dropped off (like this bulletin or the minister’s weekly
sermons). Would you just like to have a chat with the minister or your elder?
Please call the church at 722-2382 or email us at stdavids@nfld.com, or get in
touch with Rev. David at 699-3661 (rev.sturtevant@gmail.com) and we’ll see
what we can do to help.
Ideas to keep in touch
Do you have any ideas how we can keep in touch with one another or what
you’d like to see us do over the next period of time while we’re all under orders
to stay safely distant from one another? Call and let us know!

For pictures and some of the signs of spring here at St. David’s, check out our
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/stdavidsstjohns
For past services and any number of interesting things, like the Dissenter’s Way
(in the History segment) or a walk through the church looking at our stained glass
windows, please visit our website at http://stdavids.nf.ca/
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How to reach us:
Minister: Rev. David Sturtevant
Cell phone: 699-3661
Church Office: (709) 722-2382
Minister email: rev.sturtevant@gmail.com
Church email: stdavids@nfld.com

Groups:
Women’s Auxiliary – Lillian Crawford
Good Companions (Seniors) – Kay Scott
Atlantic Mission Society – Kathy McKay
Session – Lillian Crawford
Board of Managers – Kyle Sampson
Prayer Shawl (Knitters) – Bouwina Fogwill
Willing Hands (Quilter Group) – Patsy Charmichael
Food For Thought (University and Early Career) – The Rollmanns

