Sunday September 13 2020
This Sunday’s Service will be available on Sunday, and can be found on our
YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFCfIHeNnDk-dINWCrfNdag
Or by typing “St. David's Presbyterian Message for Sept 13, 2020” into
Google. The scripture reading for this Sunday is Matthew 18:21–35
Church Office Hours: Rev. Sturtevant is in the office Tuesdays through
Fridays from 9:30 am to 2 pm daily, should you wish to drop by. In case of an
emergency, he can be reached on his cell phone at 699-3661. Alternately,
you may contact your elder. The elder’s list is on the back of this bulletin.

Prayer Partnership: The Presbyterian Church in Canada offers a prayer
partnership that may form part of a daily devotional, please consider these
prayer partnerships:
Sunday, September 13 We pray for everything we work for in our church
and community, and everything we hope for in the face of so much change.
We pray for the choices we face in our country and community, in our
homes and workplaces, and for all the responsibilities we bear in our different roles. We pray for the troubles that weary us, the situations that puzzle
us and the uncertainty that surrounds us. Fill us with the strength and hope
we need to walk with you, united in your love.
Monday, September 14 We pray for the faculties and staffs of our
theological colleges as they work to provide academic programs to support
the leadership needs of congregations across Canada.
Tuesday, September 15 We pray for the Continuing Education Grants
Committee which meets this month.
Wednesday, September 16 We give thanks for those whose call has
included the call to teach, research and write for the benefit of others.
Thursday, September 17 We thank God for the gift of communion. May the
Lord's Supper be celebrated as a sign of our unity in Christ and a means to
grow together in love.
Friday, September 18 We thank God for music, and the choir members and
musicians who share their gifts at church on Sunday mornings.
Saturday, September 19 (WCC Week of Prayer for Peace in Palestine and
Israel) We pray for a just peace in Palestine and Israel so that all children
may grow up in a safe place with equal opportunities to thrive.

From the Board and Session

Important Dates

The first in-person church service is scheduled to take place on Sunday
September 27th. Plans are progressing nicely – our main goal is to keep you
safe.

This year’s Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) will be held over two days
this year.

The first day, Saturday, September 26th, will consist of the reports not
requiring motions. This will be a Zoom meeting only. Details on the Zoom
meeting will be sent out as the day approaches.

The second day of the ACM will be held on Sunday, September 27th starting
at 2:00 pm at the church. This meeting will be both an “in person” and a
Zoom meeting and it will cover all the finances and those reports that
require motions.

The Annual Reports will be sent out either electronically or copies will be
available from the church office. They will be available after September
16th..

News on Monica

Monica will be returning next Wednesday September 16th . She will have a
whole slate of new tasks revolving around COVID19 and getting all of us
ready for the ACM. She has a walking cast on her foot now. She is happy to
be returning to St. David’s and we are delighted she is coming back! Give her
a call or drop by to welcome her!

Sign-in Sheets

Everyone visiting the church now has to sign-in to allow for contact tracing
should it ever be required. The sheets are on the table in the lobby. If you
are a member of the congregation, simply tick that box, sign the sheet and
include the time you arrived. When you leave, you must also sign-out. We
would like to thank you for your co-operation to help ensure we are all
protected.

COVID19 Best Practices Committee

A very big “Thank-You” to the members of that committee who have spent
hours and days keeping up with all the guidelines and practices we have to
put in place to make sure we safely get through this time. The committee
members have been busy: attending meetings, ensuring we have the proper
cleaning and sanitizing products which must have the government approved
DINs, finding signage for us to use, coming up with our very own Daily Self

Assessment Guide, actively discussing requirements with the people and
groups who rent our facilities, and so many more things which have to be
taken into consideration at this time. We are very thankful to have such a
dedicated and committed group in our congregation working hard to keep
us all safe and healthy.

Stay Tuned…
Be sure to check out the bulletin for September 20th. It will contain the
details on how the September 27th service will flow. There will be much
more information about the two meetings making up this year’s ACM along
with how to submit any questions you may have on the reports or the
revised budget. And finally, there is a plan for Board members to
demonstrate how things will work in the Sanctuary once we are back
together again. Tune in to that service for sure!

News from the Pews
Birthdays and Anniversaries and Graduations

Happy Birthday greetings to Jane Green who will be celebrating with family
and friends on Sunday, September 13th. Jane is a faithful member of St.
David’s and a great supporter of the Church. Best wishes Jane from all your
friends here at St. David’s and we hope you have a great birthday!

Belated wedding anniversary wishes to Penny and Stewart Gillies, who
celebrated 44 years of marriage on September 8th. Congratulations from
everyone here at St. David’s and cheers to many more years of happiness
ahead!

Happy Anniversary to Sarah Learmonth and David Corkey! Sarah and David
were married here at St. David’s on September 19, 2016. Congratulations
from your St. David’s family. Cheers to many years of happiness yet to
come! (Sarah is the daughter of Mary and Barry Learmonth.)

If you know of someone who is going to have a birthday or an anniversary in
the coming days or weeks, please call or email the church.

What are People Doing?
This was a very busy week for our families who had children going back to
school. Lots of excitement,
a few jitters, some tears
and lots of smiles. Here are
some pictures. And to all
our “scholars” starting
school for the first time or
going back for another
exciting year of learning,

know that everyone here at St. David’s is
thinking about you and wishing you a
safe and wonderful year!

Claire O’Grady headed off to her first
day of Kindergarten with the love and
support of her mom, Heidi, and grandmother, Debbie. Here’s what Heidi said:
Day 2 done and going fairly well! Claire is
still not 100% sold on school but I think
with time, it will become more and more
fun. She’s doing so well and made a new
little friend :) here are a few pics of the
first day!

Rukiya sent along some great pictures of
Shemsadin heading back to the classroom.
Rukiya and Thomas are excited for him while
younger brother, Solomon, will miss a play-chum
and little sister, Beli, sleeps and just grows cuter
every day. Here’s what Rukiya wrote: Here are
the pictures of back to school today! He is very
excited to go back to school.

And from the Wamsteeker family in Calgary, we received these lovely
pictures of the “back-to-school brothers”. Diana wrote: I’ve attached two
“back to school” photos. Cam, Grant and Marcel started last week,
Wednesday September 3 and were very happy to begin the process of
making friends and settling into their new neighbourhood school. We are so
pleased that the teachers and school community seem warm and welcoming
and are hopeful that this will be an excellent year for them as we adjust to
living life with masks and sanitizers

I had a lovely conversation with Jane Green the other day. Jane is a lady of
many talents – not only academically – but also when it comes to gardening.
Now most of us know that Jane is a highly respected, internationally known,
university scholar and researcher in the area of genetic research. Her work,
especially with many families throughout Newfoundland and Labrador, has
led to many discoveries in the areas of hereditary cancers and eye diseases
that have benefited people world-wide.
As a result of her lifetime commitment to her work, Jane has received many
honours and accolades including: A fellow in the Canadian Academy of
Health Sciences (2010); The Founders Award for Excellence in Medical
Genetics, from the Canadian College of Medical Geneticists (CCMG); The
Order of Newfoundland and Labrador (2014); and An Officer of the Order of
Canada (2018).
The latest achievement for Jane comes with her being awarded the title of
Professor Emeritus. This title is only awarded to highly distinguished retired
members of the faculty of Memorial University of Newfoundland who have
made a significant and sustained contribution to the University, have served
at least ten years as a regular full-time faculty member at this University,
and have held the rank of Professor upon retirement.
Congratulations Jane from everyone here at St. David’s! This is a welldeserved honour and we are so proud of you!
Now Jane is not only a distinguished scholar but she and her husband, John,
definitely have a set of green thumbs when it comes to gardening. We often
swap stories on how our are gardens are doing – and that includes flowers,
berries and veggies. Jane reports that this year has been a great one. Lots of
sun, warm temperatures, rain when it was needed, not too much wind – all
combined to make a successful year. Jane has spectacular lilies right now
and she enjoyed a “sea of orange poppies” earlier in the year. Her freezer is
full of berries – gooseberries, strawberries, raspberries, red currants – and

now she is working on harvesting the veggies – beans (done), onions, beets,
etc. The only “whoops” (yes, every gardener has at least one a year) were
zucchini plants that turned out to be cucumbers!
I’m definitely going to pop by for a visit and bring a zucchini (or two!!)
Below are some pictures Jane sent along – and Yes, that is Jane on the
tractor!!

John McLean will be coming to St. John’s for a brief visit (arriving Friday,
September 11th). John will be staying with Kathy and Don McKay while he is
here and Kathy has promised to take lots of pictures for next week’s
bulletin. Keep an eye out for John around town!
Speaking of John, he was able to solve “the mystery of the piper”! You may
remember in last week’s bulletin there was a beautiful picture of Janet and
Jonathan Starkes’ wedding day here at St. David’s with a piper sending
them off. We could not remember the piper’s name but John knew –
Michael Heald.
John wrote: The trivia question for who is the bagpipe player?….. That is
Michael Heald who moved back to the UK after retiring. He was on the St.
David’s Board of Managers for several years. I remember his favourite
expression when things went well when we counted the collection was “now
we’re cooking with gas”.

An Archival Moment
John McLean also sent along a couple of pictures. These are the people that
served on the Board of Managers back in 2001. John wrote: Notice that
there were a few people on the BoM who did not stay in Newfoundland very
long (Lambert, James Sayers, Pierre Dil). I wonder where they ended up.
Does anyone know?

Here’s this week’s time to remember:

Church Trivia Questions
Way back when:
Last week the question was: What other two locations had missions
supported by the Queen’s Road Church?
The answer is: The other missions were on Random Island and Twillingate.
This week the question is: What year did the Queen’s Road Church join the
Presbyterian Church of Canada?
Recent History:
Last week the question was: What is the new date of the 2020 Annual
Congregational Meeting?
The answer is: The dates are September 26th and 27th with the reports being
discussed over the two days. See the detailed information above!
This week the question is: What is the room set aside for the Sunday School
and who was it named after?
Do you have any ideas for some church trivia? Email or call the church!

Offerings While COVID-19 keeps us from church each Sunday, please
consider other ways to keep up your weekly donations. For those of you
who are not on PAD, please consider signing up. Simply email the church
and we will put you in touch with Ian Bruneau, our Envelope Secretary. He
will answer any questions you may have. Alternately, you can donate via etransfer to stdavidsnfld@gmail.com. Using your bank’s comment section,
you can specify information like your envelope number and how you would
like your money distributed; to Current, Presbyterian Sharing, or any of our
outreach programs. You may also donate through Canada Helps. You may
also mail your donation, drop it off at the church, or call the church and
someone would be pleased to pick it up for you.
How can we help you at this time? Do you need any help getting
groceries, having something picked up, or having something dropped off
(like this bulletin or the minister’s weekly sermons)? Would you just like to
have a chat with the minister or your elder? Please call the church at 7222382 or email us at stdavids@nfld.com and we’ll see what we can do to
help.
Ideas to keep in touch Do you have any ideas how we can keep in touch
with one another or what you’d like to see us do over the next period of
time while we’re all under orders to stay safely distant from one another?
Call and let us know! Please keep in touch!
Web Site We’d like you to visit our web site, which is the place to find past
services and any number of interesting things. The Sunday services are
found on the web site and the text of the sermon is also available in the
comment section. Our web site is stdavids.nf.ca
Once there, choose ministries and look for the service you’d like to see or
hear. There are 584 services on-line too listen to or see.

How to reach us:

Minister:

Rev. David Sturtevant

Cell phone: 699-3661

Church Office:
Church email:
Facebook page:

(709) 722-2382
stdavids@nfld.com
http://www.facebook.com/stdavidsstjohns

Groups:
Women’s Auxiliary – Lillian Crawford
Good Companions (Seniors) – Kay Scott
Bible Study Group – Sheena Findlay
Atlantic Mission Society – Kathy McKay
Session – Lillian Crawford
Board of Managers – Kyle Sampson
Prayer Shawl (Knitters) – Bouwina Fogwill
Willing Hands (Quilter Group) – Patsy Carmichael
Food For Thought (University and Early Career) – The Rollmanns
Session: the elders are:
Lillian Crawford
Sue Templeton
Penny Gillies
Aubrey Bonnell

Jim Steele
Janet Calver
Steve Bruneau

Ken Templeton
Kathy McKay
Ian Bruneau

Board of Managers: the members of the Board are:
Kyle Sampson
Ken Templeton
Ed Vanderkloet
Tanya Shalaby
Steve Bruneau
Allison Crawford
Andrea Crosbie
Sandra Perry
Treasurer:
Envelope Secretary:

Anne Calver
Ian Bruneau

