Sunday October 4 2020
This Sunday’s Service will be available on Sunday, and can be found on our
YouTube channel by typing “St. David's Presbyterian Message for October 4,
2020” into Google. The scripture reading for this Sunday is:
Matthew 21:33–46

Church Office Hours: Rev. Sturtevant is in the office Tuesdays through
Fridays from 9:30 am to 2 pm daily, should you wish to drop by. In case of an
emergency, he can be reached on his cell phone at 699-3661. Alternately,
you may contact your elder. The elder’s list is on the back of this bulletin.

Prayer Partnership: The Presbyterian Church in Canada offers a prayer
partnership that may form part of a daily devotional, please consider these
prayer partnerships:
Sunday, October 4 (National Day of Action for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls) We pray for greater action, safety and justice
for missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA people.
We pray that those who are still searching for a missing loved one, and
those who are mourning the death of someone they miss and love, find
comfort, peace and justice.
Monday, October 5 We pray for the Rev. Tim Choi (Executive Director) and
the staff of Edmonton Urban Native Ministry as they serve Indigenous
individuals facing various issues, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Tuesday, October 6 We pray for the ministries and mission of the
Presbytery of Central Alberta.
Wednesday, October 7 We pray for all those involved in women’s ministry
—participants and leaders—who come together to share their faith.
Thursday, October 8 We pray for the members of the Committee on History
in their ongoing work to help us better know and understand the historic
witness of the church.
Friday, October 9 We thank God for those who have worked hard to care
for elderly or isolated church members through months of sheltering at
home.
Saturday, October 10 We give thanks for the blessings we see daily in our
lives.

From the Board, Session and Treasurer
Important Dates and Milestones
Our Evolving Church Services - Sunday September 27th – First “In person”
service
Last Sunday, twenty-five members of the congregation attended the first inperson church service since March 8th. This service was also available at 11
am with live streaming via Zoom and was later posted on YouTube. How did
it go? If you have some thoughts for us, please have a chat with any
member of the Board or Session. The people who were present took it in
stride, were able to have a chat – at a distance - and most importantly were
able to worship together.
While this is a different way for us to meet, we are learning as we go. We
have moved from YouTube videos of a taped service, to live in-stream
viewing with some Board members present (on September 20th), to a live
congregation sitting in the pews! Progress for sure! As with most things in
life, there is always room for improvement and you will see that we have
already tweaked a couple of things as a result of observing the “flow” last
Sunday.

Self Assessment Guide and Sign-in / Sign out Sheet
St. David’s created the Self Assessment Guide and this week it was revised
to make it easier to understand and to complete. A copy of the revised form
is attached to this email or alternatively you may obtain copies from the
church office any time during the week. Again, our recommendation for you
is to complete it before coming to church on Sunday or for any other event.
Complete one copy for each person (including any children) who will be
attending. At the church service, the manager on duty will take your
completed forms allowing you to go directly to sign-in.

This sign-in and sign-out form also allows contact tracing, should we ever
need to do so. If you are a member of the congregation, please enter your
name and phone number. If you are not a member, you will also be asked
for your address. The sign-out component of the form was originally meant
to be completed by each person as they are leaving the church service. This
will continue to be the case if you are visiting the church for any reason. At
last week’s Church service the manager on duty completed the sign out
forms for everyone. This allowed people to leave in an orderly manner and
this process will stay in place.

Coming to Visit St. David’s – A Review
You will first see the signs on the tower and other doors. Everyone visiting
the church now must complete two forms. The first is a Self Assessment
Guide. This is valid for 24 hours, so you can complete it before the time you
intend to come to St. David`s. This will help you determine if you should visit
St. David`s or stay home. This asks if you have been out of the province in
the past 14 days, have any symptoms of COVID, or had contact with
someone who recently tested positive for COVID. This assessment is asked
of many people entering places of work, stores, restaurants and many other
locations. If you do this assessment at the Church and do not pass, you will
be asked to not enter the Church premises. The second form is a sign-in and
sign-out form. This is to allow contact tracing should we ever need to do so.
If you are a member of the congregation, please enter your name and
phone number. If you are not a member, you will also be asked for your
address. When you leave, a Manager will sign you out if you are leaving a
Church service, otherwise, you must sign yourself out.

Sunday Service October 4th
This coming Sunday we will follow the same process we used last week
using the new version of the Self Assessment Guide and our new sign out
process. We will again have people enter through the breezeway and come
in through the side narthex door or the front door. Once the forms are
completed, the person or the “bubble” will be seated. The exit plan is to
leave via the door to the lobby and out through the tower door. There will
be managers and elders to greet you and if you are new to the process,
don't’ worry, we will help you through it.

Public Health Guidelines
This statement comes directly from the Public Health guidelines: “While not
a requirement, Public Health maintains their warning to people 60 and
above, or with additional risk factors, to avoid any non-essential gathering.”
We feel duty bound to openly communicate this statement. We will
certainly welcome and include anyone wishing to join us in person for
worship. Meanwhile, we will continue to offer on-line services for those who
may prefer that option. Everyone should feel comfortable participating in or
engaging in any activity in which they take part. Do not feel compelled to
participate, nor be barred from participating, by virtue of age or underlying
medical condition. Every precaution to meet and exceed the Public Health
guidelines will be taken. However, that is not a guarantee that we can make
our gathering a risk-free activity. We all look forward to a day when this
Public Service warning is no longer required. We would like to thank you for
your co-operation in helping us ensure we are all protected.

Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM)
The Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) took place last weekend. At
Saturday’s Zoom meeting the reports not requiring motions were reviewed.

On Sunday, the meeting had two ways of participating, in-person at the
church or via a Zoom meeting. This meeting covered the reports requiring
motions of approval. Here are some of the results:
The Presbyterian Sharing amount approved for 2020 was $8,086;
The minister’s stipend, the Cost of Living Adjustments for our church
administrator and janitor, and our music director’s new contract were all
approved;
In 2020, St. David’s received $30,000 from the St. Aiden’s Fund and received
$40,000 as part of the federal government’s COVID response. $30,000 of
that amount is a loan repayable by December 31, 2023 and the remainder,
$10,000, is a government grant. It was agreed that a sinking fund be
established to allow us to repay the government loan when it becomes due;
The Financial Statements for 2018 were passed, while the ones for 2019
have not yet been received back from our auditor. When they are received,
the congregation will be asked to review and approve them;
Anne Calver was appointed treasurer for 2020;
Ian Bruneau was appointed Envelope Secretary for 2020;

The Board of Managers was given the authority to seek new members; and
The meeting was concluded at 3 pm.

Treasurer’s Report
The church administrator and music director returned to work effective
September 16th. The reopening of the church is also being mirrored by the
return of some of our familiar renters. This is being done in conjunction with
and the approval of the COVID-19 Best Practices Committee. This committee
is working hard to ensure that everyone who comes to our church, be they

worshippers on Sunday, members of any of our church groups, or any
people renting our facility follow all safety procedures required by Public
Health. I would like to thank each member of this committee who have
spent long hours and days working very hard to keep us all safe and healthy.

News from the Pews
Birthdays and Anniversaries and Graduations
First, apologies to both Patsy Carmichael and Jim Mullowney. In last week’s
bulletin, I said their birthdays were on Sunday, September 30th . That should
have read Wednesday, September 30th. So sorry! Hope you both enjoyed a
great birthday!!

Happy birthday wishes to Jacqueline Brockerville who will be celebrating her
birthday on Monday, October 5th. She will be celebrating with her family
including her mom and dad, Jean and Clayton Collins, and her sisters,
Jennifer and Janet (long-distance) and of course their families. Your St.
David’s family wishes you a very Happy Birthday – and many more!

Happy Birthday to Julie Gill. Julie will be celebrating her birthday with family
and friends on October 5th as well. Julie is the daughter of Shelley Gill. Best
wishes Julie from everyone here at St. David’s. We hope you have a great
day!

Happy Anniversary to Mildred and Darrin Greeley. Mildred and Darrin were
married on October 6, 1989 by Rev. Ted Thompson. Congratulations and
best wishes on your anniversary from all the folks here at St. David’s!
(Mildred is the daughter of the late Ralph and Olive Melendy.)

If you know of someone who is going to have a birthday or an anniversary in
the coming days or weeks, please call or email the church.
What are People Doing?
Last Sunday, was our first time back in the sanctuary for a Church service in
a long time. Although the service was not quite the same as before and
there were many of our family and friends not able to join us, it felt good to
be back. Here are a few pictures - lots of smiles, even behind the masks!
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An Archival Moment

Thanks to Pam Bruce, we have this wonderful picture from the archives.
Here’s this week’s time to remember:

Another Picture of the Mayflower Club
Top Row (l to r): Janet Barnes, Mame Russell
Next Row (l to r): Lillian Cowan, May Calver, Jean Cowan, Florence Butt,
Eleanor Raynes, Florence Carmichael, Isabel Thomas, Miss Heap(?)
Sitting (L to r): Floris Freeman, Murial Cowan, Agnes Langmead, Rev. Holdan

Church Trivia Questions

Way back when:
Last week the question was: What was the name of the drama society of
the old Queen’s Road Church?
The answer is: The drama society at the Queen’s Road church was called the
Congregational Dramatic Troupe.
This week the question is: Which group won the first Dramatic Contest held
in 1933 in St. John’s? Was this the beginning of the annual Drama Festival?
Recent History:
Last week the question was: When the new Christian Education building
(our hall) was opened, it had two memorable renters – a library and a day
care center. What were their names?
The answer is: The library was the Marjorie Mews Library and the day care
was the Mother Goose pre-school.
This week the question is: Where did the members of the Queens Road
Group W. M. S. (a forerunner of the current AMS) meet?
Do you have any ideas for some church trivia? Email or call the church!

Offerings While COVID-19 keeps us from church each Sunday, please
consider other ways to keep up your weekly donations. For those of you
who are not on PAD, please consider signing up. Simply email the church
and we will put you in touch with Ian Bruneau, our Envelope Secretary. He
will answer any questions you may have. Alternately, you can donate via etransfer to stdavidsnfld@gmail.com. Using your bank’s comment section,
you can specify information like your envelope number and how you would
like your money distributed; to Current, Presbyterian Sharing, or any of our
outreach programs. You may also donate through Canada Helps. You may
also mail your donation, drop it off at the church, or call the church and
someone would be pleased to pick it up for you.
How can we help you at this time? Do you need any help getting
groceries, having something picked up, or having something dropped off
(like this bulletin or the minister’s weekly sermons)? Would you just like to
have a chat with the minister or your elder? Please call the church at 7222382 or email us at stdavids@nfld.com and we’ll see what we can do to
help.
Ideas to keep in touch Do you have any ideas how we can keep in touch
with one another or what you’d like to see us do over the next period of
time while we’re all under orders to stay safely distant from one another?
Call and let us know! Please keep in touch!
Web Site We’d like you to visit our web site, which is the place to find past
services and any number of interesting things. The Sunday services are
found on the web site and the text of the sermon is also available in the
comment section. Our web site is stdavids.nf.ca
Once there, choose ministries and look for the service you’d like to see or
hear. There are 592 services on-line too listen to or see.

How to reach us:
Minister:

Rev. David Sturtevant

Cell phone: 699-3661

Church Office:
Church email:
Facebook page:

(709) 722-2382
stdavids@nfld.com
http://www.facebook.com/stdavidsstjohns

Groups:
Women’s Auxiliary – Lillian Crawford
Good Companions (Seniors) – Kay Scott
Bible Study Group – Sheena Findlay
Atlantic Mission Society – Kathy McKay
Session – Lillian Crawford
Board of Managers – Kyle Sampson
Prayer Shawl (Knitters) – Bouwina Fogwill
Willing Hands (Quilter Group) – Patsy Carmichael
Food For Thought (University and Early Career) – The Rollmanns
Session: the elders are:
Lillian Crawford
Sue Templeton
Penny Gillies
Aubrey Bonnell

Jim Steele
Janet Calver
Steve Bruneau

Ken Templeton
Kathy McKay
Ian Bruneau

Board of Managers: the members of the Board are:
Kyle Sampson
Ken Templeton
Ed Vanderkloet
Tanya Shalaby
Steve Bruneau
Allison Crawford
Andrea Crosbie
Sandra Perry
Treasurer:

Anne Calver

Envelope Secretary:

Ian Bruneau

