
 

	
	

News	from	the	Pews	for	Sunday,	October	1st,th	2023		

“News	from	the	Pews”,	contains	stories,	pictures	and	happenings	from,	by	and	for	
the	members	of	the	congregation.	It	also	contains	Birthdays	and	Anniversaries,	a	
Treasurer’s	Update,	News	from	other	Church	Groups,	Boards	and	Committees,	
special	requests	from	Bridges	to	Hope,	News	from	the	Presbyterian	Church	in	Can-
ada,	and	of	course	Special	Events	happening	at	St.	David’s.	Also	from	time	to	time,	
there	will	be	archival	pictures,	trivia	and	stories.			
	
We	hope	you	enjoy……….	
	
Please	note:	
	
We	will	be	celebrating	Holy	Communion	this	Sunday,	October	1st	
	
The	Church	Office	will	be	closed	this	Monday,	October	2nd,	to	observe	
National	Truth	and	Reconciliation	Day.		Should	you	need	to	contact	the	
church	–	please	do	call:	709-722-2382	or	email:	stdavids@nfld.com		
We	will	check	messages.	 	



Treasurer’s	Report	

Next	week	the	third	quarter	results	will	be	issued,	while	the	deficit	has	dropped	
from	$110,000	we	are	still	running	a	considerable	deficit.	Meanwhile	we	are	
keeping	up	with	our	normal	bills	with	the	exception	of	some	PCC	invoices	and	
commitments.		For	the	moment,	our	finances	are	stable,	we	have	not	used	any	
more	of	our	Line	of	Credit	(LOC).	While	we	still	owe	monies,	we	are	increasing	our	
rentals,	the	concert	series	are	very	popular,	and	people	should	be	back	in	their	
pews	and	hopefully	be	ready	to	help	us	with	any	number	of	initiatives!		

	

Thank	you	to	all	who	are	continuing	to	donate	to	your	church	through	your	
envelopes	on	Sunday	mornings,	by	e-transfers,	or	through	your	monthly	PAD	
contributions.	My	thanks	go	out	to	elders	and	friends	who	happily	and	gladly	pick-
up	envelopes	from	those	not	able	to	get	out	and	help	by	dropping	them	off	at	the	
church	office.		

By	the	way,	the	sole	email	address	we	are	using	to	accept	donations	is	
stdavidsnfld@gmail.com	and	this	one	is	linked	to	our	bank	account	and	it	will	
automatically	accept	all	donations.	
	

	

	Board	of	Managers		

	
The	BOM	met	on	Thursday	evening,	September	28th.		During	the	meeting,	discus-
sions	surrounding	various	improvements,	maintenance,	upgrades	and	general		
“to-dos”	took	place.		Over	the	next	few	weeks	we	will	be	taking	a	closer	look	at	
budgeting	and	asking	for	volunteers	to	assist	with	some	of	the	items.		If	you	would	
like	to	discuss	your	concerns,	add	to	the	list	OR	volunteer!!		We	would	be	delight-
ed	to	hear	from	you!	
The	current	members	of	the	Board	are:	Ken	Templeton	(convener),	Heather	
Steele-Morrissey	(secretary),	Keegan	Allen,	Jill	Bruneau,	Anne	Calver	(treasurer),		
Barb	Ellis,	and	Nnenna	Offia.		
	



Birthdays	and	Anniversaries	(October	2	-	October	8)	
	

Happy	birthday	wishes	to	Jacqueline	Brockerville	who	will	be	celebrating	her	
birthday	on	Wednesday,	October	5th.	She	will	be	celebrating	with	her	family	
including	her	mom	and	dad,	Jean	and	Clayton	Collins,	and	her	sisters,	Jennifer	and	
Janet	(long-distance)	and	of	course	their	families.	Your	St.	David’s	family	wishes	
you	a	very	Happy	Birthday	–	and	many	more!		

	

Happy	Birthday	to	Julie	Gill.	Julie	will	be	celebrating	her	birthday	with	family	and	
friends	on	October	5th	as	well.	Julie	is	the	daughter	of	Shelley	Gill.	Best	wishes	Julie	
from	everyone	here	at	St.	David’s.	We	hope	you	have	a	great	day!	

	

Happy	Birthday	to	Pam	Bruce	who	will	be	celebrating	her	birthday	on	October	4th!	
Pam	will	be	celebrating	the	day	with	her	family,	including	daughter,	Helen,	and	
son,	Peter,	and	their	families,	along	with	many	good	friends.	Pam	is	a	long-time	
member	and	supporter	of	St.	David’s	(most	recently,	our	Good	Companions	
group).	She	has	given	countless	hours	of	her	time	to	document	and	catalogue	our	
Church	archives	and	was	our	unofficial	Church	gardener	for	many	years	-	her	hard	
work	still	evident	as	many	beautiful	perennial	flowers	and	bushes	bloom	around	
our	Church	every	year.		Pam	is	a	dear	friend	to	many	here	at	St.	David’s	and	an	
inspiration	to	all.	Happy	Birthday,	Pam	from	your	St.	David’s	family!	All	our	love	
and	we	hope	you	have	a	wonderful	birthday!	

	

Happy	Anniversary	to	Mildred	and	Darrin	Greeley	who	will	be	celebrating	their	
34th	wedding	anniversary	on	October	6!	Mildred	and	Darrin	were	married	by	Rev.	
Ted	Thompson.	Congratulations	and	best	wishes	on	your	anniversary	from	
everyone	here	at	St.	David’s!	(Mildred	is	the	daughter	of	the	late	Ralph	and	Olive	
Melendy.)	

	



Happy	Anniversary	to	Monica	and	Michael	McNeill	who	will	be	celebrating	their	
11th	wedding	anniversary	on	October	5th!	Monica	was	Church	Administrator	for	
many	years	and	she	is	still	a	great	friend	to	many	here	at	St.	David's.	Best	wishes,	
Monica	and	Mike	on	this	special	occasion.	We	hope	you	enjoy	the	day	with	family	
and	friends	and	may	there	be	many	more	years	of	happiness	for	you	both!	

	

And	Happy	Anniversary	to	Michelle	and	David	Sturtevant	who	will	be	celebrating	
their	10th	wedding	anniversary	on	Thursday,	October	5th!	Michelle	and	David	will	
be	sharing	their	special	day	with	their	two	little	boys,	Oliver	and	Orson,	along	with	
family	and	friends	in	Ontario,	not	to	mention	their	St.	David's	family!	Our	best	
wishes	to	you	both	and	may	there	be	many	more	wonderful	years	yet	to	come!	

	

If	you	know	of	someone	who	is	going	to	have	a	birthday	or	an	
anniversary	in	the	coming	days	or	weeks,	please	call	or	email	the	
church.	

	

	

St.	David’s	Upcoming	Events	and	Notices	

	
Our	normal	activities	of	the	fall	are	starting	to	firm	up	with	dates	and	
times.	Please	read	on!	
	
Sunday	School	
We’re	excited	to	be	starting	Sunday	school!			
This	year	we’ll	be	focusing	on	learning	songs	along	with	the	weekly	les-
son.		If	you	have	any	suggestions	for	songs	please	email:		
sarah_mcmeekin@hotmail.com	
	
	



AMS		
	
The	Sock-tober	clothesline	will	start	again	in	the	Sanctuary	on	Sunday,	
October	1st.			This	is	always	a	fun	event	and	is	perfectly	timed	for	the	
Fall-Thanksgiving	time	of	year.	
This	year,	in	addition	to	our	regular	requests	for:	socks,	mitts	and	per-
sonal	hygiene	items	~	we	have	been	asked	for	some	small	household	
items.		These	items	may	include:	towels,	bedding,	tea	towels,	dish	
cloths,	small	gently	used	appliances,	etc.		These	items	will	be	especially	
useful	for	any	newcomers	to	Canada!	
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	speak	with	Penny	or	Heather	in	the	
office@	709-722-2382.		Thank	you!	
	
One	item	of	note:	if	anyone	has	a	set	of	bunk-beds,	we	know	of	a	new-
comer	family	that	would	be	interested	in	them	~	please	call	Heather	in	
the	office	709-722-2382.	
	
	
	
Bible	Study	
	
“Sandwich	and	Scriptures”,	St.	David’s	Bible	Study,	will	resume	meeting	in	the	Ar-
mour	Room	on	Wednesday,	October	4th	at	12:30	pm.	
	
The	first	topic	for	study	will	be;	Jesus	–	talking	to	strangers?	
So	bring	your	lunch	and	we	will	make	the	tea	(or	coffee!),	we	would	be	delighted	
to	have	you	join	us!	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Good	Companions		
	
Good	Companions	is	a	seniors	group	that	meet	once	a	week	in	the	church	hall	and	
Armour	Room	to	share	in	some	activities.	
If	you	would	like	to	try	your	hand	at	carpet	bowling,	join	a	game	of	Bridge	or	120’s,	
maybe	a	friendly	game	of	scrabble	...	please	join	us	on	Thursday	afternoons	from	
2:00	to	4:00pm.				

The	next	date	for	Good	Companions	is:		Thursday,	Oct.	5th.	

	
	
Prayer	Shawl	Ministry/Knitters	
	
The	Prayer	Shawl	Knitters	will	be	holding	their	monthly	meeting	on	Tuesday,	
October	3rd	at	10:00am	in	the	Armour	Room.	No	knitting	experience	is	required	~	
please	join	us	for	a	friendly	and	fun	group	for	a	morning	of	knitting	and	fellowship.	
		
	
Pickleball	for	our	congregation		
	
The	fall	pickleball	for	the	members	of	our	congregation	will	be	starting	soon,	pos-
sibly	even	this	coming	week.	In	the	spring,	pickleball	took	place	on	Wednesday	af-
ternoons	from	2	to	4	pm.	If	you’d	like	more	information,	or	would	like	to	get	some	
education	on	the	rules	and	instruction	on	how	to	play,	please	contact	the	office.			
		
	
St	David’s	Bridge	Lunches	
	
St	David's	Lunch/Bridge	season	starts	again	in	the	Church	Hall	on	Tuesday,	Octo-
ber	17,	2023.		This	event	is	held	once	a	month	and	a	schedule	for	the	full	season	
(October	to	June)	has	been	established.	

Doors	open	at	12	Noon;	Lunch	is	served	at	12:30	P.	M.,	followed	by	Bridge	until	
3:30	P.	M.		Cost	is	$20.00	per	person	and	tables	of	four	(4)	must	be	booked	in	ad-
vance.		



To	book	a	table,	please	call	the	Church	Office	(709	722-2382)	or	Lillian	Crawford	
(709	754-2362).		Space	is	limited	to	a	maximum	of	twenty	(20)	tables!		We	expect	
a	Full	House,	and	perhaps	a	waitlist,	so	call	soon	if	you're	interested.	

Lunch	offered	is	a	choice	of	one	(1)	of	three	(3)	soups,	rolls;	choice	of	one	(1)	of	
three	(3)	decadent	desserts,	tea/coffee.		

Prizes	are	given	for	high	score,	second	high	score	and	low	score!		We	look	forward	
to	seeing	you	there! 
			
	
	
	
	
Brian	Way	and	Friends	Fall	Concert	Series	
	
The	second	concert	in	this	Fall	series	is	on	Friday,	September	29	at	8	pm	featuring	
Kiersten	Noel	and	Timothy	Matson,	accompanied	by	Brian	Way.	This	talented	
husband-	wife	duo	will	perform	contemporary	selections	from	the	world	of	
Broadway.		
	
Kiersten	Noel	was	born	and	raised	in	St.	John's,	she	holds	Bachelor's	degrees	from	
Memorial	University	in	Music	Performance	and	Music	Education,	as	well	as	a	Mas-
ter's	degree	in	Vocal	Performance	with	a	concentration	in	Music	Theatre	from	
New	York	University.	She	has	performed	with	many	Newfoundland	theatre	com-
panies		including	TADA	Events,	Peter	MacDonald	Productions,	Opera	on	the	Avalon	
and	Best	Kind	Productions.	
	
Timothy	Matson	is	a	performer,	writer,	director	originally	from	Carroboro,	North	
Carolina	who	is	now	calling	St.	John's	home.	Timothy	has	a	Bachelor’s	degree	in	
Music/Drama	from	the	University	of	North	Carolina,	a	Master’s	degree	from	New	
York	University	in	Music	Theatre,	and	a	Bachelor	of	Education	from	MUN	in	Thea-
tre	Arts.	He	appeared	in	the	local	(Gander)	cast	of	Come	From	Away.	He	has		par-
ticipated	and	directed	several	local	groups	and	as	a	writer	wrote	several	plays.	He	
is	currently	developing	a	play	based	on	a	true	story,	centered	on	the	South	Coast,	
the	Newfoundland	community	of	Rencontre	East.		
	



	
The	third	concert	in	the	Fall	series	is	on	Saturday,	October	14	at	8	pm	featuring	
Darrin	Martin	and	Amanda	Dawe,	accompanied	by	Brian	Way	These	two	accom-
plished	performers	will	bring	an	evening	of	Classical	music	in	addition	to	Tradition-
al,	Spiritual,	and	Musical	Theatre	favourites.	
	
Darrin	Martin	is	a	well-known	performer	and	musician	throughout	Newfoundland	
and	Nova	Scotia.	These	days	he	can	be	seen	(and	heard!)	performing	with	Spirit	of	
Newfoundland	Productions	(since	2004!),	Sheila	Williams	Productions	and	at	a	va-
riety	of	events	throughout	our	beautiful	province.	Darrin	is	also	a	full-time	visual	
artist!	He	and	his	wife,	Georgina,	operate	the	studio	and	gallery	known	as	
NorthSide	Studios	NL.	Together	they	homeschool	their	three	daughters,	Grace,	
Faith	and	Hope.	Add	in	a	zoo	of	pets,	and	you	have	the	formula	for	a	very	colourful	
life!	
	
Amanda	Dawe	completed	her	Bachelor	of	Music	degree	at	Memorial	University	of	
Newfoundland	and	her	Masters	in	Music	at	the	University	of	Manitoba.	Amanda	
has	performed	with	the	Vancouver	International	Song	Institute	and	The	Opera	Pro-
ject	in	Vancouver.	She	has	participated	in	the	AIMS	(American	Institute	of	Musical	
Studies)	in	Graz,	Austria	and	has	performed	with	the	Pacific	Baroque	Orchestra.	
She	was	the	soprano	soloist	in	Shubert's	Mass	in	E	Flat	Major	with	the	Quintessen-
tial	Vocal	Ensemble.	She	has	also	been	involved	in	many	musical	theatre	produc-
tions.	On	the	main	stage	of	the	Arts	and	Culture	Centre	and	with	Spirit	of	New-
foundland	Productions.	These	days	you	can	find	her	teaching	at	St.	John	Bosco	and	
St.	George's	Elementary	or	spending	time	with	her	girls,	Grace	and	Charlotte.	
	
The	fourth	concert	in	the	Fall	series	is	on	Saturday,	October	28	at	8	pm	featuring	
Fergus	O'Byrne,	his	son,	Fergus	Jr	and	Brian	Way	performing	an	evening	of	
Traditional	music.		
	
Fergus	O'Byrne	is	widely	acclaimed	for	his	musical	legacy,	as	a	member	of	Ryan's	
Fancy,	Tickle	Harbour,	a	solo	artist	or	as	a	duo	with	Jim	Payne.	He	proudly	cele-
brates	the	songs	of	Ireland,	England,	Scotland,	and	Newfoundland	and	Labrador's	
past	in	his	performances.		
	



His	son,	Fergus	Brown-O’Byrne,	carries	on	that	rich	musical	legacy,	one	of	the	fin-
est	traditional	instrumentalists	you	will	ever	encounter.	Seeing	father	and	son	to-
gether	is	a	perfect	blend	and	a	treat	for	traditional	lovers."	
	
Tickets	for	the	concerts	are	$25	and	will	be	available	from	the	office,	by	calling	
(709)	722-2382	or	emailing	us	at	stdavids@nfld.com.	
	
	
Please	see	the	bulletin	board	in	the	Tower	entrance	for	other	
Community	Announcements!		
	
New	Choir	–	Spiritoso	Singers	
	
Would	you	like	to	join	a	fun	choir	this	fall?	Join	the	Spiritoso	Sing-
ers!	We	are	a	brand	new,	Christian-based,	SATB	choir,	led	by	Sarah	
Templeton	and	Chris	Morano.	If	you	are	aged	13	to	103	and	have	a	
little	bit	(or,	a	lot)	of	singing	experience,	this	is	for	you!	
Rehearsal	dates:	Saturday,	Oct	14th	to	Dec	2nd,	from	10:30	am	to	12:30	pm,	
here	at	St.	David’s,	with	a	Christmas	concert	on	Dec.	3rd.	A	portion	of	the	pro-
ceeds	of	the	concert	will	go	to	The	Spear	Fund,	a	charity	that	works	to			
end	child	trafficking	worldwide.	Very	friendly	auditions	will	be	held	on	Satur-
day,	September	30th.	For	more	information,	and	to	sign	up	for	an		
audition:	www.feldenkraisforsingers.com/spiritososingers			
	
	

**Please	help	support	a	FOOD	DRIVE	AT	ST.	DAVID’S!!!		

To	benefit	our	friends	at	Bridges	to	Hope	Food	Aid	Centre.	

It	will	be	held	in	the	St.	David’s	parking	lot	on	Saturday,	September	30th,	2023	
from	10:00am	to	1:00pm.	

Please	consider	making	a	donation	of	non-perishable	food	items.			

Cash	Donations	are	also	accepted.	We	thank	you	very	much	for	your	support.	

	



	

BRIDGES	TO	HOPE	
Weekly	"Flyer"	Specials	–	Useful	items	for	Bridges	To	Hope	–	Sept.		28	to	Oct.		4,	
2023	

	Sobeys	-										Compliments	Canned	Vegetables	-	$0.99	

Dominion	-						Lantic	Sugar	-		$1.88	***Member	price	

No	Frills	-									Ritz	Crackers	-	$1.77	

																										Barilla	Pasta	or	Catelli	Garden	Select	Pasta	Sauce	-	$1.25	

Colemans	-						Clark	Beans	-	$0.88	

Walmart	-								Green	Giant	Canned	Vegetables	-	$0.97	

																										Franco	American	Gravy	-	$0.77	

Lawtons	-									Aylmer	Canned	Tomatoes	–	3/$5.00	

																											Heinz	Tomato	Soup	-	$0.79	*	or	$0.99	**	

																	with	PC	Optimum	card			**	without	PC	Optimum	Card	

	

	

Bridges	To	Hope	are	asking	their	partner	churches	to	contribute	a	specific	item	
each	month	and	the	item	for	OCTOBER	is	Canned	Milk.		Other	non-perishable	food	
items	are	always	welcome	and	appreciated!	

	Bridges	To	Hope	are	also	in	need	of	cat	food	(hard	&	soft).		They	don't	
need	dog	food	as	they	have	a	steady	supply	from	the	Doghouse	store	
downtown.	

	

	

	

	



	

Good	Companions	Are	Back	

Our	Good	Companions	Group	started	their	new	season	last	week	(Thursday,	
September	21).	As	usual,	there	was	lots	of	enthusiasm!!	The	carpet	bowlers	had	
some	keen	shots	throughout	the	afternoon	-	no	need	for	them	to	be	worried	
about	being	"rusty"	from	having	the	summer	off	-	while	our	bridge	players	got	
back	in	the	swing	of	things	in	no	time.	Needless	to	say,	there	was	much	"catching	
up"	on	the	news	as	everyone	greeted	good	friends	and	made	some	new	ones.	Let's	
not	forget	the	laughter!	It	was	so	good	to	hear	everyone	having	a	great	time!	

Thursday	afternoon	from	2:00-	4:00.	All	are	welcome	-	and	bring	a	friend!		

Below	is	a	picture	of	Charlie	(Goobie)	and	Carol	(Colton)	enjoying	a	chat	before	the	
afternoon	begins.	

	

	

	

	

		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



A	Beautiful	Book	-	"We	Share	the	Same	Grandmother"	

	

Many	of	you	will	have	fond	memories	of	Lynn	and	Jim	Tuck	who	were	members	of	
this	congregation	for	many	years.		One	of	their	children,	Robin,	has	written	a	
beautiful	book	and	we	are	lucky	to	have	our	own	copy	here	at	St.	David's	thanks	to	
Christina	(Baird)	Duncan.	Christina	was	a	good	friend	of	Lynn	and	Jim	throughout	
the	years	and	has	stayed	in	touch	with	their	children.	When	Robin	published	this	
book,	it	was	only	natural	that	she	should	think	of	Christina	and	send	her	a	couple	
of	copies.	Christina,	in	turn,	wanted	to	share	this	gift	with	St.	David's.	The	book	is	
in	good	hands	-	Heather	has	it	in	her	office	-	and	if	you	would	like	to	see	it,	just	let	
Heather	know	or	drop	by	the	office	and	have	a	read.	It's	a	beautiful	read	for	any	
child	-	or	adult!	

	

			

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Mission	Moment	–	Presbyterian	World	Service	&	Development	
Sunday,	October	1st,	2023	

	

	

	
Hummingbird	Ministries,	one	of	the	Indigenous	ministries	supported	by	
gifts	to	Presbyterians	Sharing,	is	committed	to	bringing	peace	and	healing	
to	Indigenous	families	living	in	BC’s	lower	mainland.	Led	by	The	Rev.	Mary	
Fontaine,	Moderator	of	the	2023	General	Assembly,	the	ministry	helps	to	
restore	hope	by	offering	regular	healing	circles,	working	with	the	
community	in	art	and	celebration,	and	providing	educational	and	healing	
workshops,	Bible	studies,	children’s	art	and	music	programs.	The	ministry	
has	also	recently	embarked	on	a	journey	to	gather	the	wisdom	and	
teachings	of	Indigenous	elders	through	a	series	of	interviews,	reviving	
and	preserving	their	treasured	stories	for	generations	to	come.	

	

	

	

	


